
Emergency Shelter Grants (ESG) Program 

The Emergency Shelter Grants program provides homeless persons with basic shelter 
and essential supportive services. It can assist with the operational costs of the 
shelter facility, and for the administration of the grant. ESG also provides short-term 
homeless prevention assistance to persons at imminent risk of losing their own 
housing due to eviction, foreclosure, or utility shutoffs.  

Grantees, which are state governments, large cities, urban counties, and U.S. 
territories, receive ESG grants and make these funds available to eligible recipients, 
which can be either local government agencies or private nonprofit organizations. 
The recipient agencies and organizations, which actually run the homeless assistance 
projects, apply for ESG funds to the governmental grantee, and not directly to HUD. 
Feel free to view all CPD formula grants, including the ESG grant, or contact your 
local field office for further assistance.  

ESG funds are available for the rehabilitation or remodeling of a building used as a 
new shelter, operations and maintenance of the facility, essential supportive services 
(i.e., case management, physical and mental health treatment, substance abuse 
counseling, childcare, etc.), homeless prevention, and grant administration.  

Grantees, except for state governments, must match ESG grant funds dollar for 
dollar with their own locally generated amounts. These local amounts can come from 
the grantee or recipient agency or organization; other federal, state and local grants; 
and from "in-kind" contributions such as the value of a donated building, supplies 
and equipment, new staff services, and volunteer time.  

Shelter Plus Care Program (S+C) 

The Shelter Plus Care Program provides rental assistance for hard-to-serve homeless 
persons with disabilities in connection with supportive services funded from sources 
outside the program. 

Shelter Plus Care (S+C) is a program designed to provide housing and supportive 
services on a long-term basis for homeless persons with disabilities, (primarily those 
with serious mental illness, chronic problems with alcohol and/or drugs, and acquired 
immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) or related diseases) and their families who are 
living in places not intended for human habitation (e.g., streets) or in emergency 
shelters. The program allows for a variety of housing choices, and a range of 
supportive services funded by other sources, in response to the needs of the hard-
to-reach homeless population with disabilities. 

Program grants are used for the provision of rental assistance payments through 
four components: 

1. Tenant-based Rental Assistance (TRA); 
2. Sponsor-based Rental Assistance (SRA); 
3. Project-based Rental Assistance with (PRAW)or without rehabilitation (PRA); 

and  



4. Section 8 Moderate Rehabilitation Program for Single Room Occupancy 
(SRO) Dwellings.  

The supportive services may be funded by other Federal, State, or local sources, as 
well as private sources. 

 


